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I am from Obed jiwan, from the Afikamekw Nation. I like To reflect on The
differenl manners of sharing my experience and my knowledge, especially with
the youth. T am thrilled at this opportunity to share a facet of mamo
pimatisiwin on The Nature and Culfure of Cooperation. My goal is To actively
inspire the youTh in my own way. by fanning the flames of Their motivation in
working together for the benefit of our communities. To do o, we must
position knowledge-sharing in a way That would lead cooperation to be
conducive To greater social justice.

I wish for this illustrated publication to open dialogue and fo inspire many
generations on the importanl nafure of Indigenous cooperation in ensuring
the vitality of our communities and our youTh.

The developmenl of communities and territories is rooted in the harmonious
relationship befween nature and humankind. T believe that cooperation can
play an essential role in the social, cultural and economic organization of
our communities. With this publication, T wanled To offer a Tool, to share a
vision of the pooling of Traditional knowledge and values that can exist in
harmony with the conlemporary world.

I would like To thank the Indigenous Youlh stream of the Youfh Research
Nefwork Chair for ifs confribufion in realizing This project. Special thanks
also go To Chloulalafor her artistic touch, which captured This sfory of

cooperation in ima ges.
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MAMO PIMIATISIWIN
Nature and Culture
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The Indigenous perspective is that culfure and nature are one and the same. We live by nature, and nature
sends us back To pimatisiwin (our culfure). We have evolved in harmony with nature for millennia.
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. . 1 you look closely, it is as if The e

I‘T Io?ks hke.The fire is youth, like you. The logs, on Y 3 & ,
s 1oncing- the ofher hand, are the gifts of = v

previous generations passed onto

the younger ones. and the stones ' 1
are the elders and our ancestors.
the guardians of knowledge.

The campfire also represent's a system of influence and

cooperation: air, wood, stones and fire are elementsthat
work befter together. Without these cooperating elements we - ,
would not be able To keep warm. _ - / Yy ~' '

i ¥y 2 Y17
2+ 1WAV 4| /4

Before colonization, Indigenous Peoples lived on their own territories, often
organized into family clans. Small groups, families functioned on the basis of
cooperation. Everyone had a role to play in the family’s well-being. The chief of
the area, the eldest member of the family, was the one who knew the traditional
territory best, and ensured that resources were shared equally so that each
member of the group could live well. This system of cooperation, in harmony with
land management and preservation practises, seems to have been the social
structure of Indigenous communities prior to sedentarization.



Like us, and the
nature that
surrounds us.
Without nature and
its influence on us,
life would not exist.
Nature has Taught

us that cooperation

brings Creation and
Harmony,

Take a tree: it too lives in
inlerrelation, in harmony, with
its environment.

The free
The forest and the participates in the
land are an immense life of its

system where a
mulfitude of living
beings coexist.

environmenl often
expressing ifself
through cooperation.
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THE COMMUNITY

You know. my mocom (my grandfather) didn't live in a village like he does foday.
My mocom lived with his family on the Traditional territory, where we refurn on
weekends and during culfural holidays.

A lot has changed, but a lof remains the same. Our values, such as solidarity
and the preservation of knowledge, [anguage, and culfure, are carried out in
all kinds of ways. Despite the challenges that may arise, many people work
Together for an active and rich community life.

I love community activities like powwows, makocams and hockey tournaments!
I can have fun with my friends and see everyone.

Preserving our culfure and worldview is very imporfant. The values and
Tradifional knowledge handed down To us by our elders must continue.
They show us the right way forward guiding the next generations.




Just as love, respect and honesty are very important to us, cooperation and
collective harmony are very imporfant fo mamo pimatisiwin.
Despite the changes we have faced, the communifies have learned fo live in
this modern world, without losing their vision and knowledge

The transition to a sedentary lifestyle for Indigenous Peoples led to the creation
of communities as we know them today. These villages bring about a new way of
life. This helped shape new models of social organization. Today, even if
connections with traditional territories are still very much alive, Indigenous
Peoples have developed and organized community life with several services,
including education, health, community planning and public safety. Despite these
changes, many of the Indigenous Nations’ specific cultural characteristics are
still very much alive.
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WORKING AND BUILDING TOGETHER

Traalifionalh’, Indigenous families and communities worked and lived
cooperatively Everyone had a role to play in the life and well-being of
the group. Today, ways of doing things have changed, but there is still
cooperation, mamo pimatisiwin, in community life and
on tradifional territories.




Well, nowadays, we do things differently as far aswork is concerned.
You see, your mother works at a co-op. This means that, along with ofher
workers, they work Together To realize some pro jects, earn money and create
more jobs for others as well.
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The co-op makes it possible To preserve tradifional visions and values,
through a company. It is a modern way of mainlaining the cooperative work
that we did fradifionally.
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In Indigenous circles, the economy is primarily based on reciprocal exchanges between individuals and groups.
Through these exchanges of goods and services, the economy’s primary objective is to forge connections and
develop interdependent social relationships. The aim is to maintain the common good, harmony and collective
well-being. The economy promotes the autonomy and socio-economic self-determination of Indigenous Peoples.



VISION FOR THE FUTURE

Learn, reflect, find solutions,
and innovate

INTELLECTUAL
Trust and
Get involved, . | be guided
Take action, | PHYSicAL by our
and pass on passions
Knodlide SPIRITUAL

Embrace and
Take root in our
tradifional values



When T |ook at the state of things in the world Today, T find it's
important not To forgef the values of our ancestors and their way of
seeing The world. They looked asan owl would, all around, so they would see
everything from all angles. We call it having a “holistic" vision, and
that's why we draw the medicine wheel: it's a way of remembering o look
ot the whole of things and people.

Your mocom is right. We need To inlegrate this comprehensive way
of looking at life and contfinue To model this way of being and

doing. By cooperating and working together, we can help the
community have a good life, while respecting our culture and our
territories. our akes and forests..

I also wanl to work at the co-op when T grow up.
and T wanl mocom fo always be telling stories.

Another economic model is possible. A social economy through collective
entrepreneurship is becoming an interesting vehicle of socio-cultural and
economic development for Indigenous communities. This economic model promotes
the vitality of communities and proposes a kind of socio-economic development
that is in harmony with ecosystems and the environment. An engaged community
fosters values benefiting the greater good of the community, of all beings, and of
Mother Earth.



The developmenl of communities and territories is rooted in
the harmonious relationship between natfure and humankind.
I believe That cooperation can play an essential role in the
social, culfural and economic orqanization of our
communities. With this publication, T wanled to offer a tool,
To share a vision of The pooling of Tradifional knowledge and
values That can exist in harmony with The conlemporary
wor|ld.

I would like To Thank The Indigenous YouTh sfream of The
Youth Research Nefwork Chair for its confribution in
realizing This project. Special Thanks also go To Chloulalafor
her artistic touch, which captured This sfory of cooperation
in images.

Kice mikwetc!

@ ) .
Fonds de recherche

CHAIRE-RESEAU DE RECHERCHE Société et culture

SUR LA JEUNESSE DU QUEBEC
’/7 \ Québec r






	Pimatisiwin01
	Pimatisiwin02
	Pimatisiwin03
	Pimatisiwin04
	Pimatisiwin05
	Pimatisiwin06
	Pimatisiwin07
	Pimatisiwin08
	Pimatisiwin09
	Pimatisiwin10
	Pimatisiwin11
	Pimatisiwin12

